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Mourners carry casket bearing the body of Mark Essex from St. James Baptist Church in his home town, Emporia, Kan. 


Sniper Buried at Kansas Hometown 


EMPORIA, Kan., Jan 13 
(UPI)— Mark James Robert Es- 
sex, who died violently on a 
New Orleans hotel rooftop a 
thousand miles from his Kan- 
sas home, was buried today in 
the black community which 
gathered to bid its “Christian 
brother farewell.” 

Essex, 23, was killed by 40 
bullets fired from police rifles 
last Sunday as he sprinted 
across the roof of the down- 
town Howard Johnson hotel. 
Six other persons were killed 


in the attacks, including three 
policemen. 

Investigators have not been 
able to determine if Essex 
acted alone. They are certain, 
from ballistics evidence, that 
bullets from his carbine killed 
at least two people. 

“We are not here today to 
take issues,” intoned the Rev. 
W. A. Chambers in his eulogy. 
“We are not here to blame. 
We are not here today to solve 
the problem. We are here to- 
day to bid our Christian 
brother farewell.” 

A banner attached to one of 


the floral displays in St. 
James Baptist Church read 
‘Tower to the People.” The 
black casket bore a spray of 
red roses with a banner read- 
ing “Jimmy.” 

His parents, Mark and Nel- 
lie Essex, appeared strained 
by the emotional services. 

During his calm and meas- 
ured sermon the Rev: Mr. 
Chambers cited the strife 
which characterized the 
youth’s existence. 

“This nation is on the way 
to total destruction until we 


learn to live together,” he 
said. 

The congregation over : 
flowed out of the church onto 
the sidewalk into strong winds 
and temperatures which rose 
above freezing for the first: 
time in days. 

A funeral procession of 30 : 
cars drove the three miles to 
Maplewood Cemetery. Essex’ 
parents and his two brothers 
and two sisters grouped 
around the casket in a tent 
over the graveside as it was 
lowered into the ground. 


